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TRANSPORTATION NEWS FROM THE BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 


Boston Metropolitan Planning O rganization U ndergoes U.S. DOT Certification Review 


During the third week of September, the 
Federal Highway A dministration and the 
Federal Transit A dministration conducted 
a joint certification review of the Boston 
Metropolitan Planning Organization. The 
purpose of the review was to evaluate how 
well the MPO is comply- 
ing with federal require- 
ments for metropolitan 
transportation planning. 


The review team consisted 
of Stanley Gee, the divi- 
sion administrator of 

FH WA; Richard Doyle, 
the regional adminstrator 
of FTA; George Shoener, 
representing FH WA's 
Washington, D.C. office; 
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ing of the MPO. Asa result of the preced- 
ing certification review, conducted in 
1995, seven municipalities and the M assa- 
chusetts Turnpike A uthority were added 
to the MPO. Those present at the review 
meeting appreciated the expanded oppor- 









“tal. 


form of training should be provided to 
local representatives to assist them in bet- 
ter understanding the transportation plan- 
ning process. In response to concerns that 
the criteria for setting project priorities are 
unclear, DOT officials recommended that 
the Boston MPO explore 
what has worked in other 
metropolitan areas, and 
cited San Francisco's 
Metropolitan Transporta- 
tion Commission as hav- 
ing a strong system. 





In subsequent sessions, 
the M PO's performance 
in other areas was 
reviewed. T hese included 
the regional transporta- 





Edward Silva, Richard 
M arqui,s and Wesley Blount of the M assa- 
chusetts division of FHWA; and Mary 
Beth M ello, Peter Butler, and A ndrew 

M otter of FTA’s Region One office in 
Cambridge. 


The first topic discussed during the review 
sessions was the impacts of the restructur- 


1 Ah ull 
MPO members and staff at a U.S. DOT certification 


tunities for participation by local elected 
officials, but did raise some concerns. 


In the opinion of some local representa- 
tives, the dissemination of information 
from state agencies could be improved. It 
was also suggested that, although local 
awareness of issues was improving, some 


MBTA Implements Crosstown Bus Service Enhancements 


Last month the 
MBTA began to 
implement new 
automatic stop- 
announcement sys- 
tems on buses on the 
system's C rosstown 
routes. The system, which was first tested 
in revenue service along the #77 route in 
Cambridge and Arlington, provides infor- 
mation to passengers both via an elec- 
tronic message board above the driver area 


and via audio announcements. 


The information relayed includes time of 
day, the upcoming stop on the route, noti- 
fications of when a stop has been 
requested, and lists of the bus, subway, and 
commuter rail transfers available at each 
stop. The system also provides audio 
announcements of the route number and 
destination to passengers boarding the 
vehicle, through speakers on the outside 
of the bus. T his stop-announcement sys 
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review session 


tion plan, environmental 
justice, public participation, Intelligent 
Transportation Systems, A ccess to J obs, 
and the Congestion M anagement System, 
among others. 


Two public meetings were conducted to 
get citizen input on the planning process. 
These were held at Framingham Town 
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T he members of the Boston M etropolitan Planning Organization (MPO): Executive Office of Transportation and Construction * City of Boston « City of Everett « City of 
Newton « City of Peabody * Federal Highway Administration * Federal Transit Administration * Joint Regional Transportation Committee * Massachusetts Bay 
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Massachusetts Turnpike Authority * Metropolitan Area Planning Council * Town of Bedford * Town of Framingham « Town of Hopkinton 


BosTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES 


MPO MeeTING ACTION ITEMS 


The Boston M etropolitan Planning Organization met on 
September 25 and endorsed two documents. The first was 
the fiscal year 2001-06 Transportation Improvement Pro- 
gram and A ir Quality Conformity Determination (TIP), which programs the federal- 
aid transit construction program for the region and the region's highway construction 
program. TIP funding for FY 2001-03 capital projects breaks down as follows: 


AD 


FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 Three-Year Total 
Central Artery $1,423,841,630 $1,136,598,365 $466,365,499 $3,026,805,494 
Road & Bridge Program 155,739,368 94,233,159 103,715,360 353,687,887 
Public Transit 228,377,067 194,694,721 206,986,693 630,058,481 
TOTAL $1,807,958,065 $1,425,526,245 $777,067,552 $4,010,551,862 


Years 2004-06 of the TIP are programmed with much less specificity, particularly in 
the case of the regional road and bridge program. 


Also approved was the FY 2001 Unified Planning Work Program (U PW P) which 
provides $6,490,100 for transportation planning projects to be conducted on behalf of 
the MPO. New to the UPWP this year is an environmental justice work effort which 
includes setting goals for achieving environmental justice, development of tools to 
measure its achievement, and outreach to affected communities through an M PO 
advisory board and conference. O ther new projects are four subregional corridor stud- 
ies and a feasibility study on upgrading service on the Fairmount Branch. 


Copies of the TIP and UPWP may be downloaded from the M PO's Web site at 
www.ctps.org/bostonmpo. C opies may also be requested by contacting the C entral 
Transportation Planning Staff at (617) 973-7100 or publicinformation@ctps.org. 


JRTC UppaTeE 


Officers will be elected at the O ctober meeting as A lan M cClennen, the town of 
Arlington’sJRTC representative, hands over the C hair's responsibilities to Vice- 
Chair William Deignan, C ambridge’s representative. A Iso on the agenda is an update 
on development of the 2000 regional transportation plan. 


Of special note is a ceremony to take place this month in memory of Elizabeth 
Houghton, a former JRT C member who served the committee from its inception to 
shortly before her death last year. A plaque honoring her tireless efforts on behalf of 
the region will be dedicated at Route 128 Station. Please see the meeting calendar on 
page 4 for details on these JRT C events. 


AACT UPDATE 


William Long of Clever Devices, the company installing an automated announce- 
ment system on MBTA buses, is scheduled to speak at AA CT ’s October meeting. See 
the calendar on page 4 for meeting details. 

Authority has eliminated the requirement 
of purchasing a bicycle permit in order to 
bring bikes on board MBTA vehicles. A ny 
adult can now bring a bicycle on the Blue, 
Red, Orange, and commuter rail lines dur- 
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tem is also being implemented on other 
heavily used MBTA bus routes. 


The MBTA also introduced new informa- 


tional brochures on the use of the bicycle 
racks provided on its Crosstown route 
buses. Within three years, the MBTA 
plans to have bicycle racks on all of its 
buses. In an attempt to make the M BTA 
system more accessible to cyclists, the 


ing specified times of the day. 


Two other Crosstown route enhancements 
have been implemented: 25¢ transfers are 
now available between each Crosstown 
route and subways, and the CT 2 route has 
been extended to Sullivan station. 


New Ferry Service to 
Logan Introduced 


Boston H arbor Commuter Service 
recently inaugurated ferry service between 
the World Trade Center in South Boston 
and Logan Airport in East Boston. The 
service, which originates at Rowes W harf 
before stopping at the World Trade C en- 
ter, makes the trip from South Boston to 
Logan in six minutes. Travel on the leg 
from Rowes W harf to the World Trade 
Center is free except during special 
events; the fare between the World Trade 
Center and Logan is $10 one-way and $20 
round trip--the same fare as for the exist- 
ing service from Rowes W harf. T his new 
service does not affect the existing M ass- 
port service out of Rowes Wharf. The new 
service consists entirely of new trips. For 
more information on the new A irport 
shuttle service, call Debbie O'N eil of 
Boston H arbor Commuter Service at 
(617) 951-0255. 


CARAVAN Receives High 
Occupancy Vehicle Award 


The Transportation R esearch Board and 
its Committee on High Occupancy Vehi- 
cle (HOV) Systems have recognized 
CARAVAN for Commuters with their 
Outstanding Support Services and A dvo- 
cacy Award. The award recognizes CA R- 
AVAN'ssupport and advocacy of HOV 
systems, including its promotion of 
ridesharing and its outreach programs to 
educate M assachusetts commuters about 
the benefits of HOV commuting. 


CARAVAN promotes H OV facilities in 
Massachusetts through its Commuter 
Information Line and at worksites. W hen 
the “Zipper Lane” opened on the South- 
east Expressway, CARAVAN was part of 
the communications team that informed 
commuters about the time savings and 
other benefits that HOV travelers can 
enjoy. CARAVAN also assists CT PS and 
M assH ighway- Planning with ongoing 
evaluations of the HOV lanes. CA RA- 
VAN’s vanpool fleet reports travel times 
and other, related information that indi- 
cates the effectiveness of HOV services. 
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Workshop Kicks O ff “Smart 
Growth” Discussion 


The Boston Society of A rchitects and 
other associated organizations sponsored a 
workshop entitled “H ow We Live” on 
September 9 at the John F. Kennedy 
Library in Boston. This workshop was the 
first event of the Civic Initiative for a Liv- 
able N ew England which is a year-long 
series of workshops and charrettes to 
explore issues of sorawl development in 

N ew England and how to address them. 


Attended by over 400 planners, architects, 
and officials, the workshop included a 
keynote address from H arriet Tregoning, 
director of planning for the state of M ary- 
land; a panel debate; and table debates 
among workshop attendees. Ms. Trego- 
ning discussed M aryland’s smart growth 
program. This program, in which “smart 
growth” was presented as a brand name, 
built a broad base of support in both urban 
and agricultural areas. State officials pro- 
moted awareness of the state’s sprawl 
growth and developed a set of principles 
to communicate an alternative vision in 
ways that interested residents. Programs 
developed included preservation efforts in 
rural areas, redevelopment and reuse proj- 
ects in urban brownfields, a live-near- 
your-work program, and job-creation tax 
credits. 


Maryland's smart growth W eb pages con- 
tain detailed information on its anti- 
sprawl efforts. Visit www.mdp.state.md. 
us/smartgrowth. 


The next workshops, a series entitled 
‘Visions for a Livable Future,” will take 
place between February and A pril of 2001. 
T hese meetings will be held throughout 
the region and include planning charrettes 
to address livability issues in a set of case 
studies. T he case studies will be selected 
from a call for proposals. A dditional work- 
shops will take place during the spring and 
summer of next year. A final report on 
findings will be issued in September 2001. 


For more information, contact A lexandra 
Lee, director of special projects for the 
Boston Society of Architects at (617) 
951-1433 x225 or alee@architects.org, or 
visit www.architects.org. 


MPO Truck Study Work Enters N ext Phase 


A regional truck study, sponsored by the 
Massachusetts Highway Department, is 
being conducted to address community 
concerns in the municipalities of Boston, 
Cambridge, Somerville, Belmont, A rling- 
ton, and Watertown. T his study will 
examine potential policy changes and 
roadway 
improvements 
that could create fg 
a regional truck- 
ing network to 
serve both truck- 
ing and commu- 
nity interests 
within the study | 
area. The study 
goal is to identify 
opportunities to 
address truck 
impacts in resi- 
dential neighbor- . 
hoods while 
retaining the 
ability of trucks 
to deliver commodities critical to the 
regional economy. 


A Regional Truck A dvisory Group, facili- 
tated by the Metropolitan A rea Planning 
Council (MA PC), has been established to 
oversee this study. It consists of the com- 
munities listed above, the O ffice of the t- 







Truck traffic on South Boston Haul Road 


torney General, the M assachusetts M otor 
Transportation A ssociation, the M assa- 
chusetts Petroleum C ouncil, the M etro- 
politan District Commission, the M assa- 
chusetts Turnpike A uthority, and the 
Massachusetts Highway Department. T his 
study is being conducted by the C entral 
Transportation 


: ; = < maa Planning Staff. 


Ae A public meeting 
on the study was 
held in June to 
present the study 
process and 
define the issues 

| to be studied. A 

4} second public 
meeting will be 
held on October 
3 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the C ambridge 
City Hall. At 
that meeting, 
attendees will be 
introduced to pre- 
liminary regional truck routing alterna- 
tives. For further information on the study 
or the public meeting, contact Barbara 
Lucas of MA PCat (617) 451-2770. 


EOTC, EOEA Agree to New Consent Order 


On September 1 the Executive Office of 
Transportation and Construction and the 
Executive O ffice of Environmental A ffairs 
agreed to a consent order that ensures the 
completion of $2 billion worth of mass 
transit projects. The order provides dead- 
lines for the completion of several studies, 
projects, and vehicle procurements that 
were originally included in the $3 billion 
worth of environmental mitigation com- 
mitments made by the commonwealth in 
1991 during the permitting process for the 
Central A rtery project. The new deadlines 
agreed to by EOTC and EOEA carry with 
them monetary penalties for noncompli- 
ance that are as high as $25,000 per day. 


The studies include a determination of the 
feasibility of restoration of Green Line 


service on the E-H eath Street branch to 
Forest Hills. This study is required 
within five months. A major investment 
study and environmental impact report 
for full Urban Ring bus service are 
required by June 2001. 


The projects are Silver Line bus service 
from Dudley Square to Downtown 
Crossing, to be completed by the end of 
2002; new commuter rail stations on the 
W orcester Line by the end of 2004; and 
the Silver Line tunnel from Boylston 
Station to South Station by the end of 
2010. 


The vehicles required by the consent 
order before 2004 are 18 additional 
Orange Line cars and 358 new clean-air 
buses. 
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MEETING CALENDAR 


The public is welcome to attend the following transportation-related meetings this month. 


AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, 10 PARK PLAzA, BOSTON 


Thursday, O ctober 5 Thursday, October 19 
Access A dvisory Committee 1:30 P.M. Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 10:00 a.m. 
to the MBTA (AACT) Committee 
Conference Room 2/3, CTPS Conference Room, 
Second Floor Second Floor 
Wednesday, October 11 Fixed Route A ccess Sub- 1:30 p.m. 
Joint Regional Transportation 3:00 p.m. committee of AA CT 
Committee (JRT C) Conference Room 4, 
Conference Room 1, Second Floor 
Second Floor Thursday, O crober 26 
Thursday, O ctober 12 The RIDE Subcommittee 1:00 p.m. 
MBTA Board of Directors 1:00 p.m. of AACT 
MBTA Board Room, Conference Room 2/3, 
Third Floor Second Floor 


At OTHER BosTON-AREA LOCATIONS 


Tuesday, October 3 Thursday, October 12 
MPO Regional Truck Study 7:00 P.M. MassH ighway Design Public 6:30 P.M. 
Public Meeting Hearing on Middlesex Turnpike 
Cambridge City H all and Crosby Drive 
795 M assachusetts A venue Bedford Town Hall 
Wednesday, October 4 10 Mudge W ay 
MassH ighway D esign Public 7:00 P.M. Thursday, October 26 
Hearing on U pper C harles Women’s Transportation 11:30 a.m. 
Rail Trail Seminar Luncheon 


Holliston Town Hall 


Tremont H ouse H otel 
703 Washington Street 


275 Tremont Street 


W ednesday, October 11 Boston 
Summit to Look at Route 9 6:30 P.M. Friday, October 27 
Traffic Dedication of Plaquein Honor 1:00 p.m. 
Staples C orporate Headquarters of Elizabeth H oughton 
500 Staples Drive ° 
Framingham Sens orn 


M eeting dates and times are subject to change: please call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. 
Additional transportation meetings open to the public are listed on the Boston MPO Web 
site, at www.ctps.org/bostonmpo/involved/meetings. 


Boston M etropolitan Planning O rganization 
State Transportation Building 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 

Boston, MA 02116 
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Hall and the Dudley Branch Library in 
the Roxbury district of Boston. Concerns 
raised by the public pertained primarily to 
a perceived lack of clarity about how to 
access the decision-making process. Local 
MPO representatives were on hand at the 
public meetings, and offered their assis- 
tance in ensuring that these concerns are 
addressed. The DOT review team will 
issue a report on its findings. T his report is 
scheduled to be released in approximately 
60 days. 
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